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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore oral narrative ability of Macap children whose
native language are Cantonese. Participant are nineteen K2 kindergarten children in
Macao. Narratives ability are tested through story generation, and children are
required to answer some questions which are closely related to the story. Children’s
narratives are analyzed in two dimensions: narrative production and story
comprehension. In order to understand children’s knowledge of language and
organizational skills in language, the narrative production of children is analyzed in
both macrostructure and microstructure perspectives. Major findings are as follows.

1. The length of most children’s narratives are short and number of words in use
are limited.

2. Children tend to use temporal conjunction as connective strategy.

3. Children tend to use bare noun, pronoun, zero noun as referential strategy.

4. Most children can tell a story with completed structure, including the core
elements of a story, namely initiating event, attempt and consequence.

5. It’s easier for children to understand the explicit information than implicit
information in a story.
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