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Abstract

The modernistic pursuit of Gao Xingjian’s fiction can be defined as ‘the

\rvival and redemption of an individual’. If Diary of @ Madman, b;f Lu Xun, has
iscovered the nature of Chinese culture as that of ‘man-eating’, Gao Xingjian’s
ction tells of the realities in which ‘individuals’ are concealed by Chinese culture.
These two men of letters have, because of their awakening from their modern
dividualistic consciousness, both seen the madness and absurdities of Chinese
existence. The one in the early 1900s and the other, towards the end of the 20™
‘century, exposed the ‘inhuman’ living realities by critically pointing to the evils of
collectivism in Chinese culture. The responses and reverberations, created by their
respective cries, have profoundly shocked us. This thesis intends to render a detailed
' reading and analysis of Gao Xingjian’s fictional texts by using the theoretical

» methods of modernism in contemporary art and literary thought in three chapters on
his modernistic pursuit in Gao’s fiction, including Chapter 1, ‘An Individual’s
Existence: Absurdity’, Chapter 2, ‘A Feminine Consciousness: Madness’, and
~Chapter 3, ‘An Individual’s Redemption: Running Away’, in addition to Chapter 4,
‘Literature and Freedom’ on his literary thought, and a conclusion, ‘The Universal

Individual’.
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