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Abstract
As one of the most important ﬁgures in the poetry, prose, and poetics of the Tang
dynasty, Chen Zi’ang has always been the focus of study. However, traditional critics
usually only offered scattered comments; while modern scholars’ studies, though have
so far achieved fruitful results, still have many unsolved problems. Based on previous
studies, this thesis makes a thorough investigation on all the aspects concerning the
study of Chen Zi’ang, including his life experience, political career, features of literary
works, and achievements in poetry, prose, and poetics. By collecting all relevant
primary and secondary sources and applying both traditional Chinese approaches and
modem methods of multidisciplinary studies, this thesis aims to become the first
comprehensive study on Chen Zi’ang and try to solve some longtime debates. It
contains six chapters. The first chapter briefly introduces the development of literature
in Early Tang, the research background and significance of Chen Zi’ang study, and the
goal and structure of the thesis. The second chapter examines Chen Zi’ang's life
experience and complicated thoughts and how these influenced his literary concepts
and works. Chapters three and four focus on Chen Zi’ang’s “Ganyu” series, analyzing
the relationship between “Ganyu” and the “Archaic Air” tradition, as well as their
bewildering inner world. Chapter five turns to Chen Zi’ang’s other» works. The last

chapter is a summary of the whole study.
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