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Abstract

Many westerners, mainly missionaries had come to China in the late Qing
Dynasty. For the purposes of religious preach, communication and research, they did
in-depth studies on the Chinese language, and compiled a large number of valuable
works, lots of which were about Mandarin Chinese. The author collected several
westerners’ Mandarin recordings published from 19™ to early 20™ centuries, mostly
either published in Macao or collected by libraries in Macao. These works make
precious materials to the studies on pre-modern Mandarin Chinese. In this study, the
phonological systems of southern and northern Mandarins recorded in these
materials are thoroughly analyzed and systematically compared, and the
phonological properties of each work are identified. And it is proposed that in the
19 century, Mandarin Chinese did have a standard phonological system commonly
found throughout the country, which was neither the Nanking Mandarin nor the
Peking Mandarin of the day, but a concept of standard pronunciation existing in
literate people’s minds. This standard Mandarin got the influence from classical
rthyming dictionaries, mixing both features of southern and northern Mandarins,
containing some conservative phonological characters. When some dialectal
elements are added to this concept of standard pronunciation, the standard mandarin
realizes as its southern and northern variants. Southern and northern Mandarins
shared a number of important phonological features in common. For example, they

both have five tones, including the Ru tone, and their Jing-group and Jian-group
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initials remains ts-, ts‘-, s and k-, k‘-, x-, without palatalizing. This perspective is
demonstrated by extracting the facts recorded in these westerners’ Mandarin
recordings, and distinctions are made between the standard phonoio gical system and
the pronunciation of the day by certain parameters. Most importantly, in this study

the phonological features of this countrywide standard Mandarin are generalized, and

its sound system is reconstructed.
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