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Abstract

Internet language is a hot topic in linguistic research. However, the issue of
grammatical innovation has not attracted enough attention. Based on the concept of
Language Special Zone Theory, this thesis aims at outlining the basic features and rules
of grammatical innovations of internet language by analyzing different kinds of new
syntactic form systematically.

This research makes a further theoretical and applicable contribution to the
Language Special Zone (LSZ) theory and gets a better view of the features of internet
language (a vital type of LSZ). It proposes that LSZs are always strictly restricted or
extremely free. Based on possible and impossible languages hypothesis, the thesis
discusses some cognitive issues on the relationship between the grammatical
innovation of internet language and linguistic theory, emphasizing on the value of the
special language forms on the internet.

In this reseérch, a series of innovative cases is discussed, including X le (1) ge
(f&) X2 construction (X1X> is a non-separate morpheme), two kinds of new resultatives
with degree meaning, de-grammaticalization of the new word kong (%), two new non-
canonical nominal predication constructions (N1N2, N+gilai (23R /xiaqu (F %)),
and two new reduplication forms (VVVO, non-canonical V yi (—) V construction).

The result shows that the grammatical innovation of network language is mainly
based on the existing forms or rules instead of creating new rules. Furthermore, the
innovation can be detected at all levels of grammar, i.e., morpheme, morphology and
syntax, and realized in words, phrases as well as sentences. The result also indicates
that all cases are deviated from the regular rules of Putonghua to some extent. However,
there is certain rules in their structures and functions. As a whole, this study supports
the main idea of the LSZ Theory, which argues that in LSZ, there could be some

innovation of grammatical rules, but there are still some restrictions.
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