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Abstract

Clitics have not received enough attention in Chinese language studies, which
caused a lot of difficulties when analyzing many language phenomena and
conducting cross-linguistic comparative research. Based on the most classical and
core clitic theories of Western linguistics, this thesis revises and improves the
conclusions about the properties, classification and identification of clitics, and
introduces clitics into Chinese language. studies in full extent with several case
studies carried out synchronically and diachronically. Through all the analyses and
dicussions, we propose a more reasonable and more universal theoretical framework,
and at the same time fill the gaps both in theory analysis and material collection.

The following cases are discussed in our research: modal particles, structural
particles and aspect particles in Chinese, de (#) in quasi-attributive structures, thé
modal clitics sin(zi)/zi dak gaa (Fc(Z)/Z1FEE) in Cantonese, the clitic zhi (Z) in
Chongging dialect, the clitic zai (fF) in Cantonese and the diminutive markers in
other Chinese dialects, the proclitics a (&) in many Chinese dialects, and the swear
word clitics, resumptive pronoun clitics and speaking verb clitics that are widely

found in Madarin and Chinese dialects.
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