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Abstract

This paper aims to explore how Jesuits in the courts of Ming and Qing China
pursued imperial toleration, what strategies they took, in what degree they obtained
imperial toleration and the greatest achievement they had ever made—the Edict of
Toleration in 1692. The introduction presents the research subject, the approach, the
structure, methods, materials, concepts and the value of the study. The 1* chapter
studies the factors that contributed to the formation of the strategy of pursuing
imperial toleration and Jesuits in Court. The following chapters do a research on how
Jesuits pursued toleration in imperial courts of Ming and Qing dynasties (1601-1723),
their roles in the mission, and the toleration granted by emperors and governments.
The 6" chapter analyzes the promulgation, textual meaning and the influence of the
Edict of Toleration which is the only edict Court Jesuits had obtained from Imperial
China. The conclusion first presents the fading role played by Court Jesuits and the
ending of the imperial toleration, and then is the reflection on the strategy of court
Jesuits. It is concluded that, the strategy of pursuing imperial toleration did have
flaws, and Chinese rulers didn’t grant them the complete freedom they were desired
and neither this was possible. Even though, from the angle of the confrontation
between Imperial China and Europe, this strategy and the toleration conceded by the

emperors symbolize a peaceful and ideal way of inter-cultural contact.
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