Abstract

This thesis is an attempt to identify, analyse and reflect on some of the doctrines and
discourses that governs the rule of law promotion. Specifically, it seeks to search an
answer to the following question: is there any possibility of the cooperation between
the EU and China in the area of the rule of law, which may satisfy the EU policy
concerning the rule of law promotion, substantively assist the rule of law process in
China, and contribute to the building of an international rule of law. The structure,
the approaches and the analyses in the thesis contain a proposal for such cooperation.

The proposal is presented in three steps: conceptualising the transnational rule of law
promotion, understanding the EU rule of law promotion abroad, and considering the
EU rule of law promotion in China. Part I contains analyses of the core issues within
the worldwide rule of law promotion. It is argued that current rule of law promotion
reflects a lack of study, compared with the expanding practices. Part II represents a
thorough analysis of the EU activities for promoting the rule of law abroad. 1t is
demonstrated that unlike the external dimension of the human rights policy that has
special strategy and instrument, EU activities for promoting the rule of law are
contained in various geographic and thematic programmes.

Finally, Part III attempts to propose a framework for opening the way to bilateral
cooperation between the EU and China in the area of the rule of law, against the
background of the building of an international rule of law. Basically, it is proposed
that the cooperation between the EU and China in promoting the rule of law at the
national and international levels may be possible based on the following three
changes in the strategy: from promoting ‘the rule of law’ to promoting ‘a rule of law’;
from unilateral promotion of the rule of law to bilateral cooperation on the rule of
law; and from promoting the rule of law at the national level to promoting the rule of
law at both national and international levels.
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