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On the Interpellation of Legislative Assembly

in Macao SAR

ZHANG QIANG (CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND BASIC LAW)
Directed by Professor LOK WAI KIN

Abstract

The mechanism of interpellation originated in the UK in eighteenth-century. Due to
the relative simplicity of the applicable conditions of the mechanism, which
involved unilateral issuance by the Parliament facilitating the discoveries of the
facts and warnings against the government, interpellation gradually became an
important means for the Parliament to supervise the Cabinet. This thesis aims at
finding the problems of interpellation in Macao SAR and proposing the feasible
ways to improve it on the basis of drawing on the advanced experience of other
countries and regions, through the study on the general theory of interpellation and
the exploration of the history of interpellation in Macao. The author believes that
the findings are valuable in sense of making the supervisory power of Legislative
Assembly implemented, formed under the requirements of executive-led system -
both mutual cooperation and mutual checks and balances, and focused on mutual
cooperation, and stimulating the development of Macao SAR society. This thesis is
divided into three parts, namely the preface, body and conclusion. The preface is
intended to indicate that Macao SAR society desires to strengthen the supervision
over the government, and that interpellation is a good way to conform to this
requirement. The body consists of four chapters, which demonstrates the problems
and feasible ways of interpellation in Macao SAR. The conclusion is intended to
address three issues, namely what kind of Legislative Assembly the Macao SAR
needs, what kind of interpellation the Macao SAR needs and how to achieve such
system.

The body consists of four chapters, namely the general theory of interpellation, the
history of interpellation of Macao, the problems of interpellation in Macao SAR
and the ways to improve the interpellation. Chapter one studies on the general
theory of interpellation. It begins with the source of interpellation and elaborates
the idea that interpellation is a power, which requires assemblymen raising
questions actively and government cooperating. Meanwhile, it clarifies the

distinction between interpellant and question. The interpellation will have a good
[



effect, if it is run for legitimate purpose. At last, it analyzes the legal basis of the
interpellation that the Macao SAR’s application needs to comply with the political
system itself.

Chapter two compares the political system after Macao returns to our homeland with
what it was before. The main duty of governor was to safeguard the interests of the
Portuguese in Macao before returning. Although Legislative Assembly has
supervisory power, it has little effect. When it returned, the political system
changed. The Chief Executive is responsible for both the central government, and is
also responsible for the SAR. The SAR government is limited responsible for
Legislative Assembly, so that it has meaningful provisions and safeguards for
assemblymen. Therefore the interpellation system in the Macao SAR should also be
a new development.

Chapter three focuses on the existing problems, as well as the reasons of the existence
of the problems in the Macao SAR system accordingly in order to put forward
effective measures for improvement. This chapter begins from norms and practices,
and practices have three different points - different types of interpellation, different
types of assemblymen and different contents of interpellation. It concludes that the
reasons are order and justice.

Chapter four draws on the advanced experience of other countries and regions. It puts
forward three pair points - assemblymen and officials, quantity and quality, and rule
of law and public diathesis. Also, it puts forward specific measures, which includes
improvement of intention, classification, procedures, consequence systems of
interpellation, assemblymen systems and society supervisory culture. Finally, it taps
the problem of the usage of power.

Keywords: executive-led system; interpellation system;
supervisory power
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