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ABSTRACT

In this paper, the authors conduct content analysis in Chinese and Hong Kong newspapers in
terms of Google’s withdrawal issue. In mainland China media market, Guang Ming Daily is
selected to represent party newspaper, Beijing News, Xin Min Evening News and Southern
Metropolis Daily are selected to represent market-orientation newspapers. Meanwhile, in Hong
Kong media market, Apple Daily and Oriental Daily are selected to represent mass-appeal
newspapers, Ming Paoand Sing Tao Daily are selected to represent elite newspapers.The results
indicate that due to different media system, when reporting sensitive political events, Chinese
and Hong Kong newspapers tend to use different news frames. Due to different geographic
media ecology, the presences of news frames within the four Chinese newspapers are different.
Similarly, because of different newspaper types and media ownership, the presences of news

frames in the four Hong Kong newspapers are also varied.
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TABLE OF CONTENTS

DECLARATION L.ttt bbbkt b bbb s bbbt s b bt et e st et e b et st e b ene s I
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ..ottt sttt sttt sttt e s s e beste st st et e st eneebeasenteneeneens I
F N S 12 2 O OSSP i
I T 4 0o [0 Tox « o] o FUR PSP PTPUTOPTRPSTRPR 1
00 = 7 Tod (o (01U o SRR 1
1.2 ReSEArCh SIGNITICANCES ....c.viiiieiic et e e et e e te e be e teeste e s reeereeereeenee e e 2

2 LITEIrature REVIEW . ... ettt eh e sbe et dR s b et e s e st e et e e st e be e se et e s beeaeeseesteenbestesaeenee e 3
2.1 Conceptualization OF FIramMe .. ... et e e ee e ee e nre e e 3
2.2 Frame ProducCing IMECRANISIT ........ciuiiiinie ittt sttt b b e ens 4
2.3 A Retrospect to Previous Comparative Cross-national Studies of Framing ..............ccccvceveaen. 11
2.4 Media Structure in Mainland China: a Liberal Pluralist Perspective............c.cccceovvvnivnenennne. 14
2.4.1 Media Liberalization under Authoritarianism: State Power and Market Power ............c.cccce.... 14

2.4.2 Geographical variations and Media ecology: Guangzhou-Style, Beijing-Style and Shanghai-
IS Y [T Lo TN - TS 1o TSRO 17

2.5 Hong Kong Media Ecology after Handover : Re-nationalization, Internationalization and

o071 1172 U o] o [ PSP 26
2.5.1 Newspapers in HONG KOMNQ ..ocviiiieiciicreeseecs ettt te e e e e e sreesseesnae s e e snaesneeeneeeneen 33

3. Research QUestions and HYPOTNESES .....cciiuiiiiiiiiiie ettt se s e e re e te e sreesraesraesreesneens 36
i\ =1 g T o [o] [T | O SRRSO 40
4.1 ldentifying frame in the news, an inductive and deductive synthetically perspective.............. 40
4.1.1 Frames refined through deductive approach ...........cccoveceeiieiiie i 42
4.1.2 Frames refined through inductive approach............ccccoeoeieiiiiiiesee e 43
4.2DALE COHBCLION ...ttt bbbt b ettt bbb ene e 49
4.3 ANAIYSIS IMEBTNOM ..ottt ettt et e e seeere e e e e 50
4.4 Inter-coder RelADIlity ..........c.ooiiiiiiii e e 51

D RESUITS ...ttt ettt ettt Re Rt R et e R e Rt e R teeRe Rt e nteeReene e teeteententeeneeneenreaneas 51
5.1 Cross-regional News frame COMPATISON .........c.ccviiiiiiieieeie e sre e 53
5.2 Source cited in Chinese and HoNg KONQ NEWSPAPETS.........ccuervereiririiiniesieieesese e 59



5.3 Comparison Within ChineSe NEWSPAPETS .......vcviiiiieriesieeieieseerestese et e ste e sresreerae e sre s e resneens 63
5.4 Comparison within the four Hong Kong NEWSPAPETS .......cooviiirieieieeeee e 66

6. DISCUSSION AN CONCIUSION ...ttt ettt e e ettt e e e et ee ettt eeeaese e rteeesssanenrreeeesenenanes 70

6.1 The variations of media performance in Chinese newspapers: geographic feature matters...71

6.2 The struggle of Hong Kong media after the handover ............ccocooviiiiiiii i 73
6.3 A focus on news source- media type, sponsorship and culture matter..............ccocceevevivevcienenn, 73
7.5uggestions ON FUFTNEr FESEAICH ... e 75
2 o] [Tl ] =T o] 0 1Y/ USSP 77



