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ABSTRACT 

 

Through the 17 years from 1995 to 2012, three corruption cases in the Politburo of 

the Communist Party of China shocked the whole world and attracted global 

media's attention, in which Xitong Chen (1995), Liangyu Chen (2006) and Xilai 

Bo (2012) were the key representatives respectively. Series of news coverage of 

the three issues in mainstream media in Mainland China and Hong Kong provided 

a golden opportunity to do news frame analysis cross media system and cross time.  

 

This study combines the quantitative and qualitative research methods to analyze 

the news reports of the three corruption issues in mainland China (People’s Daily 

and Southern Metropolis Daily) and Hong Kong (Apple Daily and Ming Pao). 

Except the People’s Daily and Southern Metropolis Daily, the local newspapers in 

the three corruption cases, a party-government newspaper and a popular newspaper 

respectively were chosen as the samples. 

 

The results show that the Mainland China media prefer to use “anti-corruption” 

frame and Hong Kong media are more likely to use “power struggle” and “scandal” 

frames to report the three issues. Compared with the past, the numbers and 
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efficiency in Mainland China media reports have improved, but the stance of 

reports hasn’t changed substantially. 

 

Keywords: Frame analysis, political scandal, defining problems, responsibility, 

scope, human interest, comparative analysis 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VI 
 

Table of Contents 
 

DECLARATION ...................................................................................... I 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS .................................................................... II 

ABSTRACT ............................................................................................ IV 

1. Introduction ........................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Research background ......................................................................... 1 

1.2 Definition of Keywords ..................................................................... 4 

1.3 Research Meaning ............................................................................. 5 

2. Literature Review ................................................................................. 7 

2.1 Theory on Framing ............................................................................ 7 

2.1.1 Definition of Framing .................................................................. 7 

2.1.2 Framing Construction of Political Scandal ............................... 10 

2.2 Media System .................................................................................. 12 

3. Research Method ................................................................................ 14 

3.1 Selection of Newspapers ................................................................. 14 

3.1.1 Newspapers from Mainland China ............................................ 16 

3.1.2 Newspapers from Hong Kong ................................................... 21 

3.2 Data Collection ................................................................................ 25 

3.3 Selection and Measurement of News Frames ................................. 27 

3.4 The Selection of Research Method .................................................. 30 

4. Research Questions and Hypotheses ................................................. 33 

4.1 Research Questions .......................................................................... 33 

4.2 Research Hypotheses ....................................................................... 33 

5. Statistical Analysis .............................................................................. 36 

5.1 Descriptive Analysis ........................................................................ 36 

5.1.1 Coverage Length ....................................................................... 36 



VII 
 

5.1.2 Coverage page ........................................................................... 37 

5.1.3 Coverage Type ........................................................................... 38 

5.1.4 Coverage Resources .................................................................. 39 

5.2 Explanatory Analysis ....................................................................... 41 

6. Conclusion ........................................................................................... 50 

7. References ............................................................................................ 55 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


