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Abstract

“(I want) to study everything happened on earth, and understand the changes happened in the
past and happening now and thus | can become an expert.” After released from the prison Sima Qian
made up his mind and completed China's first biographical History - “Shi Ji”( {52Z2) ). “ShiJi” was
originally used as the name of all history books. Sima Qian’s work also made references to the
different history books written during the Warring State period of China (EEHFHH). “Shi Ji”, Sima

Qian’s work, has a profound impact on the development of historiography and Chinese literature.

“Yi" (F - Justice / Righteousness) is a quite important value for Sima Qian. It is also the
important central idea of “Shi Ji, Historical Biographies” (5252 %1/f%) and the standard Sima Qian used
to evaluate different historical figures. “Shi Ji” has long been the object of study of many scholars,
and it is analyzed from different angles. While doing their analyses, a lot of scholars made cross
references with “History of the Former Han Dynasty” ({(;%£3 )) and they also took Sima Qjan’s life and
his psychological condition into consideration. Some of them might also consider the social condition
at that time or even applied the techniques used in anthropology. Scholars do not present a single or
unanimous interpretation, but the ideas are all compossible. As scholars all use different ways to
analyze Sima Qian’s work, there are fewer and fewer new ideas appearing in the analysis of Sima
Qian. However at the same time, scholars are still trying to use different theories to analyze Sima
Qian’s work, hoping to find something new. Among them, the latest research method is the

application of narratology.

Narratology studies various narrated texts, no matter it is fictional or non-fictional. There are

several important sub-themes including the study of the continuity and authenticity of the text. This

7’ “"

paper tries to compare Sima Qian’s “Shi Ji” with the others historical biographies and, with the
approach of narratology, analyzes the relationship between the discourse of Grand Scribe (the title

by which Sima Qian refers himself to in his work) and “Shi Ji, Historical Biographies” (52 C%//{#).
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