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Abstract

As “a prodigy of the short story writer in contemporary China”, Bai Xianyong ‘s
fictions are deeply loved by readers because of its profound contents and consummate
artistic techniques. Western Modernism have exerted influence on Bai Xianyong’s
early works. After he went to the USA, Bai Xianyong learned west literary theory
systematically and reviewed Chinese classical culture. Then he combined classical
literature and modernism perfectly, forming the unique artistic characteristics and
cultural flavor in his fictions.

This paper analyses the classicality and modernity of his fictions in the level of
subject contents and artistic forms on the basis of the analysis of material contents
(mainly fictions) and states how two different kinds of literature temperament merge ,
thus forming the general characteristics that classicality is the base and modernity is
the supplement in his fictions.

The first chapter expatiates the classical connotations and classical techniques in
his fictions. In the aspect of connotation, Bai Xianyong’s fictions show the respect to
historical vicissitudes and life's vagaries particularly, and are somewhat infiltrated by
Buddhism. In the aspect of techniques, his novel inherit from Chinese classical
literature and develop it, including his fond of image, paying attention to form vividly
and pure and clear statements.

The second chapter analyses the modern connotations and modern techniques in
his fictions. In the aspect of connotation, his novels were apparently influenced by
existentialism literature and Christ feelings. In the aspect of techniques, the author
makes extensive use of stream-of-consciousness theory, dramatic narrative model
and symbolic art.

The third chapter analyses and summarizes the characteristic of the classicality

and modernity in Bai Xianyong’s fictions that classicality is the base and modernity is
the supplement. In the last part of the paper, history writing in his fictions is used as

an example, to explain the characteristics simply.
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