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Abstract

Du Fu's poetry, being great and magnificent, is a treasure of Chinese ancient
literature. Since the Song Dynasty, generations of glossators for Du Fu’s poems had
emerged, developing a great spectacular "Du Poetics”, which has drawn much
attention in the area of ancient academic research. But due to the numerous
circulation versions of Du’s poetry, the wide range of its coverage, the large amount of
information it conveys, and the fuzziness of its language, the difficulty of Du’s poetry

study increases, making its follow-up study even harder.

This paper takes the doubtful points of Du Fu’s poetry as the object of study.
Referring to predecessors' research results, breaking through the pattern of pure
traditional exegesis as past research, combining western pragmatics and Chinese
traditional exegetical methods, this paper has put forward a new approach to solve the
doubtful points of Du’s poetry, which is the exegetical pragmatics. Trying to study
from both diachronic and synchronic perspectives, and using exhaustive statistics and
guantitative analysis method, this study has made a relatively comprehensive research

on the doubtful points of Du’s poetry.
This paper consists of the following parts:

The first chapter is the introduction, consisting of four sections: The first and
second sections briefly introduces Du Fu and his poetry, and then defines the term
"doubtful points”. Section Three systematically introduces the current research status
of this subject, and sorts out the scattered accomplishments of its study since Song
Dynasty. Section Four briefly explained the method which is used in this study to
solve the doubtful points of Du’s poetry,and discussed the research value of this

subject.

The second chapter is the causes of doubtful points of Du’s poetry. This chapter
includes two sections. The first section summarizes the three reasons for the

emergence of the doubtful points, which are copying errors, false glosses and



falsification of Du’s poems. The second section generalizes five types of the doubtful
points, which are derivation of copying, fuzziness of word meaning, ambiguity of

grammar, vagueness of semantics, and uncertainty of appreciation.

Chapter Three is the solution for the doubtful points of Du’s poetry, consisting
two sections. In Section One the concept of exegetical pragmatics is put forward. In
Section Two the operation methods of exegetical pragmatics are introduced, one of
which is referring to pragmatic habits, i.e. to investigate the author's word-using
habits, rhyme-using habits, and syntactic habits. The second method is making use of
pragmatic reasoning, i.e. to make semantic reasoning and citation reasoning. The third
is setting up the pragmatic environment, i.e. to set up the textual and the historical

contexts.
Chapter four-is the conclusion.

As a newly proposed theory, exegetical pragmatics has not thoroughly
mentioned in relative literature yet. Through the analysis of doubtful points in Du
Fu’s poetry, this paper has made a preliminary study of the three basic elements of
exegetical pragmatics. It can solve difficult problems in classical poetry, to reveal the
author’s original intention, as well as fully refine and generalize the special contents
and methods of poetry annotation. And it can also enrich the connotation of exegesis,
and perfect the system of exegesis. It especially makes useful exploration for the

modernization of Chinese traditional exegesis.

Keywords: Du Fu’s poetry; Exegetical pragmatics; Pragmatic habits; Pragmatic

reasoning; Pragmatic environment
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