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Abstract

Taixing Lingua franca is based on the Taixing dialect for communication between
people from different dialects. It is a contact-based variation with its own unique
phonetic features. In this study, the author makes phonetic investigations in the
Taixing district within the Tong-tai area. Holding the empirical attitude and focusing
on the phonological “inheritance” and “transmission”, the author describes and
analyzes the initial, final and tonal systems of the phonological features of Taixing
Lingua franca. She also compares the Taixing Lingua franca with Xuzhou Putonghua
and Shanghai Putonghua. It shows that in Taixing Lingua franca the probability of
inheritance is higher than that of transmission in general. The more the speakers
contact with Putonghua, the stronger the transmission will be. Besides, the direction
of transformation is towards the literary pronunciation. There might be some learning
behavior during communications, but generally it is spontaneous and unconscious

behavior.

This thesis consists of six parts: they are introduction, the sound system of the Taixing
dialect, the initial system and its features of Taixing Lingua franca, the final system
and its features of Taixing Lingua franca, the tonal system and its features of Taixing

Lingua franca, and the conclusion.

Key words: Taixing Lingua franca, Putonghua variation, inheritance, transmission
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