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. Abstract

This dissertation focuses on the exploration of Olivia’s doppelgéingers in Amy
Tan’s The Hundred Secr;et Senses, using Freudian theory and Lacanian mirror stage
theory to examine her fractured identity. It explores the interplay between Olivia
and her doppelgéngers as follows: figuring out the relationship between Olivia and the
two characters who are identified as her “doubles”, the operation of Olivia’s
doppelgéingers, the relationships between Olivia and her doppelgingers, the
significances of the existences of Olivia’s doppelgéngers. It also analyses how
Olivia’s doppelgéngers influence her identity and how she resolves her frustrated
self-identification. = Since the characters of Olivia and her doppelgéingers are not
represented as destructive images throughout the novel, the idea of the doppelgénger
as constructive or benign, will be involved in the exploration of Olivia’s
“doppelgingers”. To sum up, this thesis shows how Freudian theory and Lacanian
mirror stage theory work towards a resolution of Olivia’s problems of identity and
self-identification and concludes that Tan’s portrayal of thé doppelgéngers and
Olivia’s confused identity, both as a Chinese-American and as a human being,
dramatises the post-colonial and Orientalist tension between self and other, but also

locates this struggle as a fundamental and universal aspect of human experience.

Key words: Amy Tan, The Hundred Secret Senses, Doppelgéngers



Chan ii

Table of Contents

1L T T i
TaAbIE Of CONLENLS ...eevireeiiirirreieetereet et rree et st sr s s r e e e neenesse e ennens ii
G- { ol RPN S ——— 1
Lol Brend’s THEOTY suiis st oo rsii i e s s s s v 4
1.2 LACAITS, TIEBIT . cuxunnacsswossnnsrsnmmmossumssions snsssmssnerawessensssmmmes ssnssmssanson s sausns smassas e snenss 6
1.3 Theoryof NarCiSsistl v o s s s s s D B 8
1.4 Female Critics and their Theories ..o e 10
CEADICT T covansssnsssssueuimnsssmass s vmssunss s s TR A SN L TR PR s A TN Yo 09 16
2.1 DIBTCISEIRIIL. .. sonnmscssrssnsmsnrasnssarsasionsnnmasnbnasasonss A B T S A TS 18
2.1.1 The Theme of the Doppelgénger: Olivia and Simon......c.ccceceveecerirricnneenne 20
2. L1l Olivia’s NatclssiBsm vamumaem s s s s s 21
2.1.1.2 The Male DOPPEIgANZET .. c.ccieiteaitieererieriererenriecnierie e srsossessnessuessaens 25
2.1.1.3 Narcissism, Idealisation and the Doppelgdnger...........cccoevcirnerenncnnnne 28
2.1.1.4 Positive of NeSALINET o G650 55 - - Ton ey P sy B enenesasnnsessinnensssnnesinine 29
2.1.1.5 Giving, and Withdrawil@lel Bl Al Isl......... . 5w B i 31
2.1.2 The Theme o the Doppe lgiigCrCHvredid Elza .. 5. b oo 32
2.1.2.1 Elza ag gtival......... JERCCCstsSssiiil . ............ L "¢k oo v cosresrensrnsssasn 32
2. 1:2:2 Blza gl oo Jon st e Vel s v R g A s swnssasteravins 34
2.1.2.3 Elza as a Common FOAd LL .o il .M L....ccoiiiiorebrresnetanssessnssnsnssenss 36
2.1.2.4 Elza as a Ghost... AP0 LT PR .........b.cocivdonesnesnsnsosresnonss 37
2.1.2.5 Elza as the Psychologicalimother. ... ccocccceeerinniiiritininincisncsseienns 44
2.1.2.6 Elza as\the MoubIME..... g it - ool cricofsscnssnsnssssnsaneisnans 44
2.2 I ASITAIO e nnnene MgnererNgrr oo Tiin e e ol asisq - AT gl sssginimmumunnnin 46
2.2.1 Fear of Losing e Ves My mrmeatssas o ot ppassat®reagflnessvsnsgfhonsiosanssenssssarsssassassosss 46
2:2.1.1 Byes i The Mo Iy o oot Walosss saflossssssassssiais sisiassstassgnssss 46
2.2.1.2 Elza’S EYes..cc g f TH..... ;s e e ggianssssnsssenssasssnssnsresssersersrssions 48
2.2.2 Olivizand her Biological B/ O e owssusussusisssemmssivss v pssss v s 50
2:2.3 The Peyeholooical PAITEIY . ...ovanesssensrassssasmsnnassnsonsasmssitns stshinieh i gsosins iossshbinss 52"
2231 Loveofithe Father ...tz ETEI W CTRREIE  ITRBFRNE LRV X W PHTE= S 52
2.2.3 2 Wantinga Bab¥ sousmansummsssmmnsisnssnumnbnsssssmesmnsmmms 53
2.2.3.2 Elza 15 the MOther ....ccceeiriieiirccciine et 54
2:2.3.3 TheOetipus Comaplemt . puesnmmmms e poss s i asis s 55
2:2.3.4 The Baby 18 BOi «.ocmessmmssomassemsnmonsanassssanansssmssandimisosssssmnesasenssasmssssss ST
T T T e OO U — 58
2.3.1 From Fragmented Body to Unified Body (Gestalt)........ccovvrieinicrinncinee 59
2.3.2 Social Function of the MITer STHEE.......ccnumswmsmmismsmomsimsismsonsestsssanss 60
2:3:3 Mistecognising The SPelBl T s cimrmsmns s sy s s ssw 61
2.3.4 The Double: the Alienated IMago......cceevveereeciieniieiniieeieseeee e 62
2.3.5 The Alienationof Self —Olivia’s Ficfional B2o coussmsmmmsssevmsigs 63
2.3.6 Married Life: Imaginary Relationship......c.cccevvvervvivminvinnenniiiiniiniinne, 65

A D T2 =)o T =S 67



Chan iii

2.3.8 Olivid Esees Realifsh. . ... i s e s i e vty 70
2.3.9 Kwan’s Disappearance; Love Leaves the “Mirror Stage”........coceevvvvinirunns 71
o 5T L L ] I B Sy 74



