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Abstract

The voiceless glottal fricative [h] in Yue and Min dialects in Guangdong is the focus
of this study, which consists of 4 chapters: foreword, distribution of the [h]-initial,

strata of the [h]-initial and conclusion.

The [h]-initial originates in “fei”, “fu”, “feng”, “tou”, “ding”, “xia0”, “xia”, and “yun”
initials of Qieyun phonetic system. As a result of sound change and language contact,
the [h] sound has a very complex strata presentation, especially the multi-stratum

situation caused by a variety of evolution modes.

Firstly, historical stratum is related to sound change, like “xia” became a voiceless
consonant from a voiced one ([y]>[h]), and “tou”& “ding™ lost the plosive feature
([t"]>[h]). So the [h]-initial from “xia”, “tou” and “ding” is the phonetic form of its
later evolutionary phases. Secondly, historical stratum is related to language contact.
For instance, some pronunciations of “fei”, “fu” and “feng” in Zhongshan dialect,
which is one type of Yue dialects, are similar to Min dialect. So the [h] sound could be
the heterologous form in this area. Lastly, the multi-stratum situation can be discussed
in two cases. One is that the [h]-initial of “xi” in western Guangdong Min dialect
contains homologous forms and heterologous forms caused by the coordination of
synchronic sound change and language contact. The other is that [h]-initial of “yun”
in Shunde dialect can be divided into the early forms and later forms under the

synergism of sound change and analogy.

By discussing the different characteristics of strata, in both diachronic and synchronic
evolutions, we can draw a conclusion that both homologous divergence and language
contact can lead to different strata. These strata can be called early forms and later

forms, or homologous forms and heterologous forms.

Key words: Yue dialect, Min dialect, voiceless glottal fricative [h], sound change,

language contact, strata
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