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Abstract

Dictionaries work as a usual tool book to provide knowledgeable definitions and
authoritative pronunciation for each word. However, it is noted that the {Shangwu New
Dictionary) , a Yuet dictionary being rather popular in Macao, have variances in number of
words collected, the showing ways and pronunciation for some words in comparision between
its 1989 and 2008 versions. This might confuse its users when consulting.

For clarification, 2500 most commonly-used words of the mentioned two versions are
compared. 326 words of which are having the variances in pronunciations. Hence, we selected
10 of them at random for survey and analysis. The result shows that interviewees mainly agree
with pronunciation of the 1989 version, and three actions are required to be taken upon our
findings as follows:

(1) Presentation of standard for showing pronunciations in Yuet dictionary.
(2) Promation of the phonetic alphabet for strengthening education of Yuet dialect.
(3) Tool books have significant impacts on Yuet dialect.
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