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Abstract

A Dictionary of the Chinese Language was the first major Chinese-English

dictionary compiled by foreign scholar Robert Morrison in the earfyy déntury.
With a rich content, a large vocabulary and accurate translation, it played a crucial
role in recording the Chinese language and spreading Chinese culture. The
“encyclopedic dictionary” also witnessed the cultural clash and exchange between
China and the west in thel@entury.

Robert Morrison, as a Christian Protestant missionary, had to first know the
Chinese culture for preaching, which also demanded a good command of Chinese
language and excellent communication skills. And Appellations are among the most
frequently used part of language. Appellation, as a reflection of the relationship
between people like kinship, people’s status and occupation, are an indispensable
language tool for people to establish and keep connections in any country or society.
What's more, they also serve as a window to a particular culture.

This article consists of four sections. The first section is introduction which gives
a brief summary of the dictionary and related study, as well as the purpose, range and
method of this study. Meanwhile, the object of study, that is, the appellatidn in
Dictionary of the Chinese Language is also introduced in the first section. The
second section focuses on the detailed description of the appellations in the dictionary,
categorized pragmatically and also by different objects addressed, to explore a whole
picture of the terms. The third section, as the core of the study, analyses the terms and
gets the four features of them innovation, accuracy, practicality and
culture-orientation. The last section is conclusion, which concludes the article with a
summary of study findings.

Key words: Robert MorrisonA dictionary of the Chinese language, Appellations,
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