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Abstract

This thesis applies various methods of textual study, image analysis, close
reading, historical study, and cultural interpretation to examine “wall” images in
traditional Chinese literature. The research is mainly conducted from five perspectives:
1) symbolic meanings and cultural metaphors of wall images for sexuality and
marriage; 2) cultural significance of wall images for national sentiments; 3) other
symbolic meanings of wall images; 4) combinations of wall image and other images;
5) practical function and esthetic implication of wall. In traditional China, wall
separated internal and external scopes and was a symbol of Confucian ethical order. It
limited the freedom of women and prevented young men and women from contacting
each other, but it also trigged their free will to break through it and fight for their true
love. Rulers through generations built strong walls with the hope of ruling
permanently, but destruction of walls was always inevitable. Eventually broken walls
represented people’s national sentiments. In addition, there have been many fixed
phrases related to wall in traditional Chinese literature, which imply plentiful
symbolic meanings. Chinese writers were also flexible in combining wall image with
other images to convey more complicated meanings. Wall’s artistic feature of
separation further inspires Chinese writers’ imagination. Last but not least, wall also

had the functions of recording information and spreading knowledge. Through a



comprehensive investigation of the wall image, this thesis reveals its ample
implication of Chinese people’s historical print, cultural meaning, and artistic

symbolism.
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