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Abstract

This thesis applies a synthetic method of literary criticism, aesthetical analysis,
historical investigation, and philosophical and religious inquiry to conduct a
comprehensive study on the negative characters in the Strange Stories from a Chinese
Studio. The thesis first theorizes Pu Songling’s approach of “revealing beauty through
ugliness,” by which he demonstrated the aesthetical and social values of negative
characters. The author of the thesis disagrees with the popular scholastic view that the
fiction’s central theme is “anti-feudal society,” and indicates that traditional Chinese
society of Qin-Han to Qing dynasty was not feudal society. Pu Songling’s target of
criticism was the bureaucratic system of imperial autocracy. The thesis then presents a
list of all the negative characters in the fiction, classifies them into three major types of
corrupted officials, greedy and lust Buddhist monks and Daoist priests, and brutal
human or supernatural characters, and analyzes these types in detail. About Pu
Songling’s thought and faith, previous scholarship often focused on the arguments that
he was theist or atheist. The author of this thesis thinks this kind of arguments is not
important, but instead investigates how Confucian thought, Buddhist teaching, and
Daoist faith influenced Pu Songling’s creation of the negative characters, and also pays

special attention to the influence of popular cults and beliefs. Through these



investigations, the thesis discusses in depth the ideological and religious background of

Pu Songling’s purpose on “repressing the evil and elevating the good” through the

images of negative characters.

Keywords: Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio, Pu Songling, Negative Characters,

Imperial Autocracy, Popular Beliefs
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