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ABSTRACT

The parole system in Macao was in recent years object of criticisms against its
discretionary nature and in particular against the way decision-makers determine who’s
coming out earlier and who’s staying longer inside the prison cells. Basically, those
criticisms condemned the presumed absence of a pattern in decisions, the opacity of criteria,
and the uncertainty in outcomes. This thesis addresses the topic of parole, and focuses on the
stage of release decisions. Through a quantitative analysis of prison recommendations for all
the 752 cases at first consideration from 2008 through 2010, the study attempts to determine
whether there is a pattern emerging from data, and which are the most salient criteria in those
recommendations. A theoretical framework inspired on the theory of ‘focal concerns’ was
adapted to the specific context of decision-making by prison administrators. Bivariate and
multivariate statistical techniques were used to analyze data. Results provided evidence of a
clear and very strict pattern in prison recommendations. In consequence, the presumed
unpredictability in release decisions was not confirmed. In effect, it was found that a small
number of factors, and especially two of them — institutional misconduct and prior
convictions — predict in a great extent the outcome of prison recommendations at first
consideration. Findings revealed that parole is primarily used as a mechanism of risk
management, for controlling: (a) risks associated with future criminal behavior, and (b) risks
associated with the breakdown of prisoners’ discipline. In consequence, when making
decisions on conditional release, prison managers are mainly concerned with the protection

of the community and the maintenance of internal order and security.

iii CARLOS MANUEL LOPES MALVAS



PAROLE DECISION-MAKING IN MACAO: A QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS OF PRISON RECOMMENDATIONS

STATEMENT
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
ABSTRACT

TABLE OF CONTENTS

LIST OF TABLES

INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 1
1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4

CHAPTER 2
2.1
2.2
23
24
2.5

CHAPTER 3
3.1
3.2

CHAPTER 4
4.1
4.2
4.3

TABLE OF CONTENTS

The goals of punishment and imprisonment
The goals of punishment

The goals of punishment in Macao

The goals of imprisonment

The Macao prison system

Parole: Origins and trajectories

The origins of parole and the ‘progressive system’
Parole as normalization: Disciplinary and clinical parole
Punitive waves: The decline of the clinical model
Parole as risk management: Managerial parole

Other non-rehabilitative goals of parole

Parole releases: Sentencing at the ‘back-door’
Parole as a mechanism of early release

Parole as ‘back-door’ sentencing

Decision-making in parole: Issues and theories
Parole decisions in a context of uncertainty
Causal attributions theory

Focal concerns theory

ii
il
v

Vi

16
22
34

39
41
47
55
61

65
74

79
85
88

iv CARLOS MANUEL LOPES MALVAS



PAROLE DECISION-MAKING IN MACAO: A QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS OF PRISON RECOMMENDATIONS

CHAPTER 5

5.1
5.2

CHAPTER 6

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4

CHAPTER 7

7.1
a2
7.3

CONCLUSION

BIBLIOGRAPHY

OTHER REFERENCES
APPENDIX A
APPENDIX B
APPENDIX C

APPENDIX D

Empirical research on parole decision-making: A review

of literature
Major directions in empirical research

Problematic and general findings

Focal concerns in parole decision-making I: A design for

quantitative analysis of prison recommendations
Research questions and theoretical framework

Study population and data sources

Measures: Dependent and independent variables

Data analysis: Techniques and procedures

Focal concerns in parole decision-making I: Data
analysis and findings

Characteristics of the population: General findings
Bivariate analysis: Results and findings

Multivariate analysis: Results and findings

Literature review: Tables
Contingency tables and bivariate statistics: SPSS outputs
Logistic regression models: SPSS outputs

Testing for multicollinearity

92
95

109
115
119
140

143
146
159

169

176

186
187
194
197
208

v CARLOS MANUEL LOPES MALVAS



PAROLE DECISION-MAKING IN MACAO: A QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS OF PRISON RECOMMENDATIONS

TABLE 1.1

TABLE 3.1

TABLE 7.1

TABLE 7.2

TABLE 7.3A

TABLE 7.3B

TABLE 7.3C

LIST OF TABLES

Rates of inmate participation in institutional activities
by sentence length

Release from prison on parole and end-of-sentence
Descriptive characteristics of the population
Results from chi-square and t-tests

Logistic regression statistics by block

Logistic regression: model for ‘good prisoners’

Logistic regression: model for ‘good prisoners’ and
“first-time’ offenders

LITERATURE REVIEW TABLES

TABLE 5.1
TABLE 5.2

TABLE 5.3

BIVARIATE TABLES

TABLE 7.2
(EXPANDED)

TABLE 7.2A

Themes in research on parole release decision-making
Research problems, variables, and findings

Context and methods

Percentages and chi-square values for independent
variables and parole recommendation

Percentages and probabilistic measures for independent
variables and parole recommendation

LoOGISTIC REGRESSION: SPSS OUTPUTS

Model for ‘good prisoners’

Model for ‘good prisoners’ and ‘first-time’ offenders

MULTICOLLINEARITY TESTS: SPSS OUTPUTS

Table of Coefficients: Tolerance and VIF statistics

37

70

144

158

162

163

167

APPENDIX A

187

188

191

APPENDIX B

194

195

APPENDIX C

197

204

APPENDIX D

208

vi CARLOS MANUEL LOPES MALVAS



