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Abstract

The scope of this study is the repetition standard of the private junior high schools in
Macau. lhis study is about the exploration of discourses of repetition standard in Macau
context.

Two sets of data are concerned, namely government regulations, private schools
repetition standard and interviews with four panel teachers from junior high schools. The
interviews are transcribed and analysed through the lens of Disciplinary Power, a notion

derived from Michel Foucault. The findings of the study are as follows:

1. The repetition standard possesses the characteristics of discipline as well as the
technology of the discipline;

2. The repetition standard strengthens the efficiency of the panopticonism of a school;

3. The repetition system has produced examinations and calculable knowledge. It has
turned students into “cases”.

According to the findings, the implementation of the repetition standard of the schools
provides a strong screening function, guidance and reproduction of the so-called “mainstream
knowledge” function. There is repression as well as the function of the active production of
“docile bodies”, thus boosting the development of education. Hence, the technology of
disciplines could be an ideal framework to understand and to study the repetition system in
private schools in Macau. Similarly, the practice of this repetition standard has verified the
idea of the Disciplinary Power of Michel Foucault. Under the panopticon effect, everybody is

disciplined and under the control in the micro-society through a chain of orders.

Key words: Macau repetition repetition standard discourse analysis disciplinary power
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