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A Comparative Analysis of Music Textbooks at the Primary

School in Macau and Shandong, China

Abstract

The purpose of this study aims at analyzing the music textbooks at the primary
school in Macau and Shandong, China. According of the survey, "Longman Music"
and " the Compulsory Education Experiment Music "were the most popular music
textbooks used at the primary school in Macau and Shandong, China.

Besides , the researcher further exams the contents of the two music textbooks
from the aspects of "The Selection of Songs"," Music Theory "," Music Appreciation
" "The Selection of Music Notation”, “The Use of Music Instruments”, “The Use of
the International Music Methods " ," The Creative Activities " ," The Cross Discipline
Study " and " The Application to the Society ” . Furthermore, the researcher detailed
analyzed the contents of textbooks from the responses of the teachers’ questionnaires
and analyzed the music textbooks based on the curriculum standard from the two
regions of the two music textbooks. The findings of the study are: (1) Lacking of
systematic and integrated contents in both textbooks; (2) The shortage of music
history and the relevant information of the composers and Lacking of the creative
activities in both textbooks;(3) The use of Music scores were not systematical and
More musical instruments learning can be-included in the textbooks of the two
regions; (4) Lacking of the inclusion of the international music methods in both
regions and Lacking of the relevant contents to the society; (5) Lacking of the
complete understanding of the curriculum standard of the Macau music teachers; (6)
The current music teachers expect the music textbooks can be more systematic in both

regions.

Keywords: music textbooks, content analysis, theme
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