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Abstract

This study mainly focuses on the rule of law in conflict and post-conflict
societies (hereinafter conflict societies), on the perspective of the efforts of the UN.
Through a critical analysis, the study then discusses the main aspects of the rule of
law in post-conflict societies, and the role of China in the social construction of the
post-conflict societies. This study summarizes the three main paths of the UN
building rule of law in post-conflict societies, including transitional justice, peace
operations and the reconstruction of the constitutional order, to investigate the theory
and practice of the UN’s effort in reconstructing the conflict societies, as well as the
different role of the UN agencies, the UN General Assembly, Security Council,
International Court of Justice and the Secretary-General, in promoting rule of law in
these societies.

This thesis does not only study individual concepts, but also analyzes the theory
and practice of the UN concerning the rule of law. It then points out the shortcomings
of the UN system, as well as, challenges currently affecting the UN and its operations.
Therefore, this study may help to promote the leading role of the UN in post-conflict
societies in construction of the rule of law. This study then further discusses the role
of China in the rule-of-law construction in conflict societies, as well as the assistance
of the UN’s operations. This analysis includes China’s foreign policies, the practice
of assistance in post-conflict societies, and the positioning of China concerning
related issues. Although China has been constantly emphasizing the responsible
image in the international community, it still has problems of inadequacy of
participation which needs further enhancement.

Keywords: Post-Conflict Society; Rule of Law; Transitional Justice; Peace

Operations; Constitutional Reconstruction; UN and China
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