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Abstract

During the 1980s, the paramount leaders of People's Republic of China
proposed the idea of "One Country, Two Systems" for the reunification of China. By
applying this policy to Hong Kong and Macau, it not only solved the historic issues
but also started a challenging new era of state power oriented political integration
pattern in modern China. Due to the lack of inherency of this pattern, after PRC
resumed its sovereignty over Hong Kong and Macau, the intergration process was
not completed overnight. How the political and legal systems are to be defined and
implemented under the "One Country, Two Systems™ policy while maintaining the
"high degree autonomy" in Hong Kong and Macau is unclear, therefore, there are
many different opinions on the political system evolution of Special Administrative
Region. To date, researches on the "One Country, Two Systems™" policy and the
political system evolution in SAR have not achieved a systematic understanding. In
order to establish a better understanding on those issues in relation to "One Country,
Two Systems" policy, first of all, one needs to acknowledge that "One Country, Two
Systems" is one of the fundamental national policies rather than a systematic politic
theory, and research on "One Country, Two Systems" policy cannot simply be
replaced by research on the "basic law" of SAR; secondly, the dualistic methodology,
which separates "One Country" and "Two Systems" should be abandoned, the SAR's
high degree autonomy should be set upon the background of "One Country"; thirdly,

the evolution of the political system in SAR can not simply be decided from some



particular ideological points of view, the local culture and history studies of Hong
Kong and Macau should be taken into account as well. Keeping these issues in mind,
this article aims to lay out the fundamental theory of "One Country, Two Systems",
and then highlight the regional reality that is crucial in shaping and characterizing the

political system in Macau.

Key Words: "One Country, Two Systems", ultimate authority, political integration,

governance of Macau, democratization, rule of law
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