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Family and peers are identified as important factors that influence juveniles. It has 

been suggested that juveniles with weaker bonds of social control are more likely 

toengage in risky behavior and delinquency. This is particularly the case when they 

associate with delinquent peers; they are more likely to commit crimes and as their 

peers reinforce their delinquent behavior.  

This study examines the effect that family and peer relations have on delinquency, 

especially with regard to the interrelation of parental supervision, parental attachment, 

and delinquent peersas they relate to juvenile delinquency. In addition, it proposes to 

test whether parental control or peers are more important in explaining delinquency.  

The current study includes 386 respondents aged 11–20years enrolled in secondary 

schools in Macau. Results from the logistic regression suggest that parental supervision 

and attachment, or a higher level of social control, decrease the possibility of juvenile 

involvement in delinquency; on the other hand, delinquent peers foster delinquency 
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among juveniles.Combining parental supervision, parental attachment, and delinquent 

peers in measuring status offenses and delinquency, delinquent peersstill significantly 

account for status offenses and delinquency after controlling for gender, age, family 

structure, and family socioeconomic status. Parental attachment significantly affects 

only status offenses; it does not significantly account for delinquency. In addition, 

parental supervision no longer affects delinquency and status offense in the integrative 

model. 

Key Words: parental supervision, parental attachment, delinquent peers, status 

offense, delinquency 
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