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Abstract

In Macao, ballet is an elite culture that seldom people really talk and think about.
Ballet is still new and unfamiliar to Macao residents and few people really spend time
to study it or its culture. As a result, there are only a small number of studies of the

Macao ballet culture over the last three decades.

Since I am one of the members in this ballet group, I hope I can make use of my
unique position to study this ballet world with which I am always in touch. For this
my masters thesis, started out with the intent to make an ethnographic film to analyze
the culture and environment of the Macao ballet community. I have sought to use my
position as both a ballet teacher and a student of ballet to help others understand the

identity, sensation and futures that make up the Macao ballet.



Contents

Page
Declaration---===-===-=mmm e e e e 2
Acknowledgement------=--==-mmm oo 3
AD S ACt - == - 4
Table of Content-------=--==-m oo 5
Context of My Study-----=-=========mmm e e 6
Historical Background-----=-=========mmm e e oo 6
Project Relevance ----=--==-==- e e oo 10
Ballet-mmmmmmm e m e e e 10
The History of the Royal Academy of Dance-------------------mmmmmmmmmm e 11
Ballet Development in Macau-----===-===mmmmmmm oo 12
The Ballet Relationship between Macao Ballet and Mainland China------------- 13
Theoretical Background----------===sammmmmmmocmeaceeee oo mmmmmmmmmmmeee 15
Culture Capital=-=========m=mmmmmm e oo e oo 15
Collectivism and IndividualisSme==========msmmmmmmmmm e oo oo 17
In Familys-mmmmmmm oo oo e 19
At SChOOl === === = e 20
Personal Space==-=======mmmmmamm oo oo e e 22
Research Question=-======mmmmmmmm oo o e e 23
Methodology-----====-=== == e e e 25
Ethnographic Film---------=- oo e oo 25
Research Subject-------m-mmmmm oo oo 28
Macao Ballet Culture in Their Own Words--------==========-cm s e 31
Part-time Ballet Culture===========nmmmmmm e oo oo e 31
Sensation and Identity in the Macao Ballet Community----=--==============-=memmemnun-- 32
Relationship between Macao Ballet Community and National Ballet of China------- 34
The Sensation of the Royal Academy of Dance Examination--------------------------—- 36
Cultural Capital and the Parents------ = e mm e 37
On the Development of Macao Ballet Adult Class-------------=--=--mmmmmmcm e 39
Race, Culture, and Ballet----------------mmmm oo --40
Ballet Culture in the ClassSroom---------=-=-=-mmm oo oo 42
The Process of Making This Ethnographic Film-------------—-—--—c oo 46
ConCluSiONS--=-====== == oo oo 48
Future of Macau Ballet Community---- e e 48
Bibliography----------m oo e 52



