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ABSTRACT 

China and the European Union officially claimed to establish strategic 

partnership in 2003. After several years of development, the bilateral relations 

between these sides have witnessed certain developments, such as the expanding 

economic and trade volumes, technology cooperation, cultural exchange and so on. 

However, owing to differences in ideology, political and social systems, historical 

backgrounds, economic development status, the strategic partnership between China 

and the EU has failed to meet mutual expectations in the years followed. Debates 

concerning on whether the partnership between these two parties can be considered 

strategic or not have raised heated discussions on both official and academic levels.  

Therefore, this master thesis joins the discussions trying to evaluate whether the 

China-EU partnership can be regarded as strategic on its own way. At the discourse 

level, it is found that the partnership between China and the EU not only failed to 

identify common interests and figure out more joint priorities in official papers issued 

in the EU-China Summits but also in practices as well. The theory of realist approach 

and the concept of complex interdependence will also be combined in the discourse 

process.   
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