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ABSTRACT

China and the European Union officially claimed to establish strategic
partnership in 2003. After several years of development, the bilateral relations
between these sides have witnessed certain developments, such as the expanding
economic and trade volumes, technology cooperation, cultural exchange and so on.
However, owing to differences in ideology, political and social systems, historical
backgrounds, economic development status, the strategic partnership between China
and the EU has failed to meet mutual expectations in the years followed. Debates
concerning on whether the partnership between these two parties can be considered
strategic or not have raised heated discussions on both official and academic levels.

Therefore, this master thesis joins the discussions trying to evaluate whether the
China-EU partnership can be regarded as strategic on its own way. At the discourse
level, it is found that the partnership between China and the EU not only failed to
identify common interests and figure out more joint priorities in official papers issued
in the EU-China Summits but also in practices as well. The theory of realist approach
and the concept of complex interdependence will also be combined in the discourse

process.



DECLARATION

I, Ou Weigiang, hereby state that this thesis is my own and original work, apart from
the sections where origins are clearly stated. All the materials in this thesis have never
been used (partially or wholly) in fulfilling the requirements for any degree or

qualification in this or other university prior to this submission.

Student’s Signature: _ Ou Weigiang

Date: November 11, 2011




ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

It is a pleasure to thank many people here who made this master thesis possible. I
owe a great many thanks to a great many people who helped and supported me during
the thesis writing process.

I am extremely thankful to my supervisor Prof. Mario Telo, for his guidance
valuable suggestions in my two years studies in this program and thesis writing,
without who | would not have got such in-depth understanding towards the European
Union and the master thesis cannot be presented here.

My heartfelt gratitude also goes to the President of the Institute of European
Studies of Macau, Dr. Jose Luis Sales Marques. His untiring encouragement and
guidance helped me successfully finish this master thesis. | would also appreciate the
continuous support from the coordinator of this master program, Ms. Yvonne Sun, and
previous coordinator, Mr. Jimmy Leong, without whose continuous and kindly help
and support, this project would have been a distant reality for me.

Last but not least, I will thank my entire family including my parents and
grandpas for all their love and support for my studies in Macau, so | want to dedicate

this master thesis to them.



CONTENTS

AB ST RACT ettt i
DECLARATION ..o ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e s s s bbb e aeeaeeeeaas i
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..ottt a e e e e i
LIST OF TABLES AND FIGURES........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiee et Vi
ABBREVIATIONS ... e a e e e e e Vil
CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ..coiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt bne e ssiivree e e e e e s snsnvnneeee s 1
1.1 Background,0f T8 ReSea ReR. sttt Tty ... 5 el e 1

1.2 Aims and objectives of the research ..., 4

1.3 Literature Review and Theoretical Framework.............ccccceiiiiiieninieennne. 6
1.3.1 Definitions OF TEIMS.......coiiiiieiiieeiiit e 6

1.3.2 Literature review and Theoretical Framework .............cccccooeiiinennne 9

1.4 Research MethodOIOGIES .....c.veeiveee it 21
1.4.1 Qualitative MethSdsE... 5. a1 3 0. 0l 22

1.4.2 Data COIECLIONS .......coiiiiiiiii et 24

1.5 Structure 0f the theSIS...........iiii i 25

CHAPTER 2 HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE EU-CHINA RELATIONSHIP... 27

2.1 Reviews of the EU-China Relations to the Present Strategic Partnership .... 27

2.1.1 The Period of Trying Contacts from 1949 t0 1974 .........c.ccccveeiunenn, 27
2.1.2 The Period of Preliminary Development from1975 to 1988............. 29
2.1.3 The Period of Ups and Downs from 1989 t0 1994 ..............ccceeeueen. 32
2.1.4 The Period of Steady Development from 1995 to 2002.................... 34
2.1.5 The Best Period, and Readjustment from 2003 to Present................ 36
2.2 Characteristics and New Aspects of the Bilateral Relations ........................ 39
2.2.1 Economic and Trade Dominated...........cccevuieeiiieniiiee e 39
2.2.2 Areas of Bilateral Cooperation Enlarging...........ccccoceeeivieeniieeiinnn, 43

v



2.2.3 Convergence in Understandings of Multilateralism and Multipolarity

CHAPTER 3 ASSESSMENT OF THE CURRENT STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

BETWEEN CHINAAND THE EU ..o 54
3.1 The Strategic Partnership on Official Papers .........ccccooveviieiiiin e, 54

3.2 The Strategic Partnership in PractiCe...........ccocveiiiiiiiiei e 62
3.2.1 EcOnOmIC and Trade ISSUES .........cevureeiirreiiiieiiieesieeesieee e 63

3.2.2 Global GOVEINANCE.........coiiiieiiiieeiiie et 72

3.2.3 ClMALe ChaNQE.......veeiiiiieiiiie e 82

3.2.4 HUMAN RIGNES ISSUE .......iiiiieeiiiniie i 90

3.3 ASSESSMENT SUMIMAIY ....eiieiiiiiiieeiiiiieeeeiirtas s st e e e s bb e e e e enbe e e e s anbeeeeesnneeas 97

CHAPTER 4 CAUSES AND FACTORS ANALYSIS TO THE ASSESSMENT

OUTCOME....... Lo 4. ] 102
4.1 Internal Factors and Causes ANAIYSIS ........ccovevivieiiieeiiiiie e 102
4.1.1 From the Perspectives of the EU SIde............cccocoeviiiiiiiieniienee, 102

4.1.2 From the Perspective of China Side..........cccccevviiiiiiiie e, 117

4.2 The External Factors ANAIYSIS.....ou..eouiiiriiiiiiiiie et 122
CONCLUSIONS. ... T il . @ Nl 128
REFERENCES............ % st gl e 140
ANNEXES ... et 149



LIST OF TABLES AND FIGURES

Tables:

Table 2.1 EU’s China Policy Paper from 1995 to 2002

Table 2.2 Cooperation Projects between China and the EU from 1985

Table 2.3 Current Institutional Settings and dialogues in EU-China Relations
Table 2.4 EU-China Summit from 1998 to present

Table 3.1 the Number of Joint Interests in the Statements

Table 3.2 Results of the Classifications towards the Clauses

Table 3.3 EU Exports of some clean energies to China (millions of euro)

Table 4.1 Main Differences between Supranationalism and Intergovernmentalism
Table 4.2 Competences of Institutions in the Three-pillar Structure of the EU
Table 4.3 Different Stances of Four Groups of Member States in the EU

Figures:

Figure 2.1 Exports from China to the EU from 1978 to 2010
Figure 2.2 Imports from the EU to China from 1978 to 2010
Figure 3.1 Trade Deficits of the EU in the Trade Relations with China

Vi



ABBREVIATIONS

AU
CCS
CDM
CFSP
EC
ECSC
EEAS
EEC
EEP
EPC
EU
Euratom
FDI
GATT
GPS
GPS
IAEA
ICARE
KEDO
MFN
MoU
NGO
OECD
PRC
UN
UNSC
us
USSR
WTO

African Union

CO2 Capture and Storage

Clean Development Mechanism

Common Foreign and Security Policy

European Communities

European Coal and Steel Community

European External Action Service

European Economic Community

Energy and Environment Program

European Political Cooperation

European Union

European Atomic Energy Community

Foreign Direct Investment

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
Generalized System of Preferences

Global Positioning System

International Atomic Energy Agency

Euro-Chinese Institute for Clean and Renewable Energy
Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization
Most Favored Nation
Memorandum of Understanding

Non-Governmental Organization

Organization for Economy Cooperation and Development
People's Republic of China

United Nations

United Nations Security Council

United States

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

World Trade Organization

vii



