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Abstract

This paper provides an overview about the development of East Asian integration and
cooperation. Furthermore, it gives a brief explanation about the feasibility of an East
Asian Community in the framework of ASEAN+3(China, Japan and South Korea) in
terms of economic community, socio-cultural community and security community.
Realism, liberalism and constructivism will be applied to analyze the prospects of the
establishment of economic community, socio-cultural community and security
community in East Asia. It finds out that economic interdependence among countries in
East Asia provides a good base for economic integration. The prospected Free Trade
Area among ASEAN+3 is the first step for the building of East Asian Economic
Community. Some principles of Confucianism can be borrowed for the building of
cultural community and collective identity in East Asia. However, the establishment of
security community is very difficult because of security dilemma .Furthermore; it
argues that ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) is a security mechanism rather than a
security community for East Asia. This thesis concludes that East Asia is turning to
regionalism and predicts an open, inclusive East Asian Community. United States will
continue its involvement in the regional integration in East Asia because of the
interdependence relationship between East Asia and United States. China needs to take
an active role in the building of East Asia Community. The interplay of China, Japan

and United States will influence the future of East Asian Community building.
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