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Abstract

As the impact of the greenhouse gases (GHG) on the climate change of the planet
is widely recognized and evaluated, the international community has been taking many
positive actions to slow down the global warming through the efforts of all human
beings. They have already reached some conventions or legal documents, such as
"Kyoto Protocol”. However, with the expiring of Kyoto Protocol in 2012, climate
change has become a hot topic in international community. Research on how climate
change issue impacts on Sino-U.S. relations is significant for us.

As the world's two largest greenhouse gas emitters, both China and the U.S. play
important roles in controlling climate change. In this paper, the author conducted a
research on the Copenhagen conference and Sino-U.S. clean energy cooperation in the
two-level game model. Through the two cases, the author discussed the status quo and
prospects of climate change policy in the U.S. and China, analyzed their positions and
decision making process in the international climate negotiations table. More
importantly, through two case studies, the author tried to answer the major research
question of this study: whether climate change will constitute a new foundation for
bilateral cooperation or a new source of conflict.

In the coming decades, the two sides need to continuously adjust the policies and
properly strengthening the clean energy cooperation. From the viewpoint of the author,
with the coming of post-Kyoto era, the two countries are facing the grim task of
significantly reducing emissions. However in a short term, the issue of climate change
is not going to change the basic dynamics and patterns of Sino-U.S. relations. The two
countries will cooperate on some aspects of climate change while collide with each
other in some other issue areas related to climate change. In any case, they should
explore a pattern of economic development with low-carbon hand in hand. In this way,
they can continue to maintain the stable growth of economy and ensure the coordination

of national economic development and environmental protection.
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