UNIVERSITY OF MACAU
FACUTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES
DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION

Mission Impossible?

A Study on Sino-American Mutual
Strategic Trust

HUA YAN WEN
M-A9-5505-4

Supervisor: Prof. Wang Jianwei

Thesis submitted in partial fulfillment for the degree of
Master of Arts in International Relations and Public Policy
at the University of Macau
May 26, 2011



Statement

I, Hua Yanwen, hereby state that this thesis is my own and original work,
apart from the sections where origins are clearly stated. All the materials in
this thesis have never been used (partially or wholly) in fulfilling the
requirements for any degree or qualification in this or other universities prior

to this submission.

Student’s Signature: ﬁ‘:’f/é;

Date: Jo/) & TR



Contents

N 41 1 (o ST %
ACKNOWIEAGEMENT ...t ettt e te b et e te e st e s tees b e sbeere e besneeseenes vi
F N 0] o] (=Y T o] PSR PR iX
TS o o SR ST viii
LISt OF TADIES ..ottt sttt sre e stesne e e iX
1. INTRODUCGTION ...ttt ettt sttt sttt se et 1
1.1 Significance and PUIPOSE ......c..oviriiiiiiiiiiiesie ettt 1
1.2 SEFUCTUIE ..ottt b e bbb bbbttt e bt e sbe e sae e e nneene e 4
2. LITERATURE REVIEW,. . X8 A L2 . L. . % e essesnenens 6
2.1 DEfiNITION OF THUSE .....eiiiiiieie ettt st nee s 6
2.1.1 What jis “§usSt”? ..... JaFa e ialal ... 50 & 6
2.1.2 Trust in International Relations.........ccocoive it 9
2.2 Influential Factors and SOUrces Of IMISTIUSL ...........coooveiiieiierenee e 10
2.2.1 General CUL........cco it vesvrmnr e cormine e s e ssb e seeseeenseseesnns ettt eteeeeeseeseeesseseeeneesenes 10
2.2.2 Specific Cut for Sino-American relationS..........ccoovivieiiiieie e 11
2.2.3 Research Questions B . | el .. .o o 13
3. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK/ METHODOLOGY ....c.ccoieiiiiiiiiecie et 14
3.1.1 StrategiC ANd STrATEIY «..everviieeriiirisierieie ettt re e b 14
3.1.2 Strategic Trust. ... 28 JI8... B 16
3.1.3 The importance Of SrAtegiC trUST .........ccceviiiieiiisie e 17
7 WAV o) I T ) e T 20
3.3 The Views from Three Main IR Theories towards TrusSt...........cccovvveveveseereseereeneenns 22
3.3.1 RISt PEISPECIVE ...c.vvcvvicii ettt nre s 22
3.3.2 Liberal PEISPECLIVE.......cviiiiieicee ettt te e nre s 24
3.3.3 CONSLIUCLIVE PEISPECIIVE.....c.ecviciieic ettt nre s 25
3.4 Conceptual Framework —Analyzing Influential Factors.........cccccccevvvevieiviniieiienen, 28
3. 4.1 LeVel OF @NAIYSIS ...ocvieec e 28
3.4.2 ClasSITyING FACIOIS........coiiiiiiiie et 29
3.4.3 Three Categories of Factors—Structural, Psychological/Perceptual, and
BehavioralFaCtors. .. ...t e e e e e e 31
B4 A HYPOUNESIS. .. . ettt e e e e e e 36
R \Y, (=1 (g0 o o] (o]0 V2SS 37



3.5.1 ADOUL CASE STUAY ....veveeeeeiieieite sttt ettt st re et st e e e sreenaenre s 38

3.5.2 WHICH TWO CBSES? ....ouvirieiieiieiisie ittt bbbttt 38
4. SINO-AMERICAN RELATIONS AND TRUST ...cooiiiiiiriiene e 44
4.1 194910 the €arlY 1970S .....oi e 44
4.2 The Early 19708 10 1989 ......ccuciiiiiieieiierieie ettt et 45
4.3 1989 10 PreSBNL. ....eiieietie ettt 47
5. CASE STUDY I : TRUST IN CRISIS—U.S. BOMBING OF CHINESE EMBASSY
IN YUGOSLAWVIA ..ttt et et s et bttt aneans 52
5.1 The Chinese Embassy Bombing INCIAENt ...........ccccooviiiiiieiiee e 52
5.2 Discussion @and ANGIYSIS .......coveiiiiiiiiie s e e te et 54
5.2.1 The General Level of MUtual TrUSE ........cccoiiiiiiiee e 54
5.2.2 Discussion of Influential Factors with Facts and Theories.............ccocvvevevciennnne 56
Summary...........of. TR B LA BT T 69
6. CASE STUDY II: TRUST IN CORE-INTEREST ISSUES—SINO-AMERICAN
MARITIME DIGPUTES... JRE AR Rl e 70
6.1 Sino-American Maritime DISPULES .........coeieiieieiiiiiie it sie i 70
6.1.2 Dirga®disputes—E R i S el e AT 71
6.1.2 Indirect Intervention—Maritime Territorial DiSPULES ..........ccooviieveieeie e, 72
6.2 DiscuSSION and ANGIYSIS .......oiiiiiiiiiiiiie et st 74
6.2.1 The General Level of Mutual TrUSE ... 74
6.2.2 Discussion of Influential Factors with Facts and Theories..........ccccvvvvereveieninnne. 75
SUMMANYE..... K. .. Y . e T sz« Moo eeafeeeeee e cre it cieiee s creeene 88
7. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ... .ccceiiieiieieiaiise et 90
7.1 Summery of Main FINAINGS .....ooiiviiieiiie s sre e e e e 90
7.2 HOW 10 MOVE FOIWAIA? ..ottt e 93
7.2.1 CUITENT PIACLICE ...o.eiivieie ettt et ne e 93
7.2.2 Policy ReCOMMENUALIONS. ........coiiiiiieiiieee et 95
=TT T 1] Y/ 101



Abstract

Sino-American relations are regarded as one of the most significant bilateral
relationships in the world. Yet in reality this relationship has often been
perplexed by various issues or incidents weakening the prospect of a cooperative
tie between the two countries. Among other causes for the instability in the
relationship, many scholars impute the problems to the lack of mutual trust

between the two countries.

Starting in the 1920s, the study of trust among nations became popular in
Europe with the establishment of international organizations such as the League
of Nations after the World War I. It aimed to ease conflict and enhance
cooperation and friendship between states by taking measures to build confidence
in international relations. The post-war European experiences somehow proved
the useful effect of building trust on improving relations between former rivalries.
More recently, in the study of Sino-American relations, the trust issue also began
to draw more attention by scholars and policy makers alike. It is well recognized
that compared to European countries, building trust between China and the United
States is even more difficult as these two countries have much more differences in
many aspects. Yet relative little has been done to study the issue of mutual trust in

Sino-American relations.

Therefore, in this study, | will try to highlight the significance and
complexity of the issue of “strategic trust” in Sino-American relations, and try to
do some exploratory works, both theoretically and empirically, on the issue of
“strategic trust” by defining the concept, developing a conceptual framework and
a typology to measure and analyze mutual strategic trust and to delineate critical
factors contributing to mutual mistrust, and applying the theoretical and
conceptual constructs to reality of Sino-American relations. Case study is the

main method for the empirical analysis of this study. Two typical cases, the 1999
\'



U.S. bombing of Chinese embassy in Belgrade and the maritime dispute between
the two countries in recent years, are selected for the purpose of testing theoretical

propositions of this study. In each case, | will ascertain the degree of mutual

strategic trust and its causes by applying three categories of factors (structural,

psychological/perceptual, and behavioral factors combined with three main IR
theories. And finally, 1 will draw the conclusion of case studies and offer some

policy recommendations.

Key Words: Sino-American relation, trust, strategic trust, crisis, core-interest

issue, three main IR theories.
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