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Abstract

The higher education’s reform is making an inexorable march of progress after the
carrying out of the policies of reform and opening-up in China. Especially the
university amalgamation and reform strategies over the last 20 or 30 years, which
arouses institutions’ stream of upgrade, has been leading the colleges and universities in
China to a “comprehensive research university” shift. This research focuses on the
development and roles’ change of the normal universities in mainland China. The
comparison on their locations, orientations and training missions between
before-1990’s and after-1990’s normal universities is detailed; at the same time factors
that determine the normal universities’ predilections during their transitions are also
explored according to the essence of the educational policies; the contradictions

between this phenomenon and the policies are identified with further discussion.

The results of this research show that the transition from specialized universities to
comprehensive universities is taking place among normal universities in mainland
China by means of university amalgamation and offering new courses, while these
approaches are leading to a change of the allocation of educational resources and the
layout of the whole discipline systems of teacher education in mainland China: the
location shifts widened the gap of educational resources allocation between the
backward areas and the advanced regions, which intensified the problem of unequal
access to education; with normal universities’ orientations getting vague and gradually

replaced by the ones of “comprehensive”(formally) universities, their training missions

are likely to be stated to conform to the requirements of the development of advanced
productive forces. As for the factors leading to this predilection of transition,

educational policies could be the main issues, which are showed to be contradicting



their goals. It is the essential conflicts among those policies that terminated this

educational reform in disorder ultimately.

Suggestions are offered according to the conclusions of this research as follows:

For the messy situation of Chinese normal universities’ development and roles:

1. It’s necessary to focus more on the teacher education of those backward areas with
practical actions.

2. Higher institutions’ roles and orientations should be specialized according to the
conditions and quality of themselves.

For the contradictions among educational policies:

1. Higher institutions at different levels with different roles’ type should be evaluated

according to different evaluation systems.
2. Government should take financial responsibility of educational institutions based on

the principle of fairness to different disciplines.
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