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Abstract

History of Literature in Modern China was the first book in China written in the
name of “modernism”. Its author Mr. Qian Jibo conducted a unique and deep research
in Vernacular Chinese of that time. However, as a renowned man of letters of classical
Chinese, expert of literature and history, and educator, Qian Jibo was only treated as
an attachment to his father Qian Zhongshu who was a “Great Cultural Leader”.
Compared with the popular “Study of Qian Zhongshu”, studies concerning Qian Jibo
are particularly few. Although academic researches on Mr. Qian Jibo has gained some
attention, the discussions are only limited to his achievements and contributions in
Sinology, Historiography, and Pedagogy. Apparently, studies regarding his
contributions in modern literature are not many.

Mr. Qian Jibo was born in the end of Qing Dynasty, spending most of his life
time in the period of Republic of China, which happened to be an important phase of
the foundation of theories, advocacies and systems of modern literature. Thus, it is
necessary to study and understand the historical background, literary changes, and
academic environment of that period of time.

The aims of this thesis are as follows: firstly, this study takes “understanding the
person and discussing the society” as a principle, observing the original ideas and
achievements of Qian Jibo’s study on Vernacular Chinese; secondly, it investigates the
needs of development of literature, social environment and academic atmosphere at
that time, discussing Qian Jibo’s stands and attitudes of “new culture” and “old
tradition”, “vernacular Chinese” and “classic literature” and making objective
critiques; thirdly, it attempts to combine the above two aspects with situation of
vernacular Chinese literature nowadays, discussing the existing problems so as to

make a benefit of future literature.


http://www.nciku.cn/search/en/benefit
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