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ABSTRACT

Death is a scared thing that human beings could never avoid since it becomes a
crucial stage in human life. Moreover, it seems to be an endless topic which people like to
illustrate in literature , such as Shen Congwen did in his fictions. Shen Congwen becomes
a well-known author with a touch of pastoral feeling in new literary history.He tries to
describe the phenomena of individual and mass death with the touch of aesthetic feelings
rather than a horror scene. The illustration of death can be divided into three aspects:
firstly by means of natural objects and state such as the cave ,the wild flowers and dusk ,
to decorate the beauty of death ; secondly, by the creating of healthy and aesthetic
individual to form the idealism of Social Utopia; thirdly , his personal opinion on death
which is calm and natural ,surpassing the common spiritual concepts.

Besides that, Shen Congwen has ever experienced a painful childhood life which is
assumed as a factor influencing his thought of death . Our study mentioned three reasons
of Shen Congwen’s way of thinking : one is the death of his beloved relatives and friends ,
especially his family’s military spirit; another thing is natural scenery in Xiangxi and the
Maoism ; the other is his potential consciousness on the fear of locomotion which can
replace the fear of death.

By the topic on human characters , Shen Congwen illustrated the idealism of
prosperous and healthy human nature, however ,most of readers were disappointed by the
truth of the idealism was not eternal in the ending of the story. Naturally facing the
incoming problem and death becomes a main concept of his thought. A conflict and
hesitancy in his heart has been covered by the idealisme of Social Utopia, leading the

modern concept of human death.
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