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Abstract

This study attempts to develop, using constructivism as learning and teaching
tools, a curriculum for art history courses. Its purpose is to enhance student learning in
art classes, especially in art appreciation learning. In this study, emphasis will be
placed on: the design of learning environment, the adjustment of teachers’ and
students’ role in teaching, the practice of inquiry learning, the use of peer cooperative
learning, and the application of multiple assessment methods. These are the five
important learning concepts for the design of the curriculum and teaching materials in
this study. The study uses, on the one hand, the constructivist teaching model to
determine the direction of study and, on the other, the five stages of the constructivist
teaching philosophy to design the direction of study, to lead out students’ ideas, to
restructure students’ ideas, to implement new ideas, and to review changes in ideas.

Students in the learning process will engage in worksheet preparation, report
writing, art production and project presentation. The curriculum framework is divided
into three main sections: importance of art appreciation, project learning and art
appreciation, and verification of teaching effectiveness.

A critical review of students’ worksheets, reports, art works, presentations, and
teaching as well as their relevant activities, followed by an integrative observation of
students’ campus art-related activities and their studies in art and other subjects, will
come up with the following discoveries:

1. The adoption of art styles in historical contexts as demonstrative contents in
this study leads to a discovery that while such an approach can effectively improve
most students’ ability in art appreciation, it also has its limitations.

2. An analysis of the above discovery reveals that enhancement of ability in art
appreciation is a time-related matter. It does not imply that immediate improvement in
art appreciation learning which engages a long learning process can be attained by
merely taking one or two such art appreciation courses.

3. It is discovered that, by reviewing students’ teaching and other related
activities, their campus art-related activities as well as their studies in art and other

subjects, their ability in art appreciation can be effectively enhanced.
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