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Abstract

The background for this thesis is the negotiation of the EU-China Partnership
and Cooperation Agreement (PCA). Under this background, a series of questions
arouse the curiosity of the author, such as what the PCA is, why the EU and China
search for such a legal instrument, how to negotiate and conclude the PCA, what
impacts the PCA would make on the future EU-China relations, etc.

Since the practice of the PCA can hardly be found in China’s foreign relations,
the thesis firstly explores the PCA in the framework of EU’s external relations.
Mainly through a comprehensive analysis on the ten existing PCAs EU/EC has
concluded with its Eastern Europe and Central Asia partners, the thesis concludes that
the PCA is a kind of mixed agreement the EU uses to manage its relations with
countries of Eastern Europe and Asia, aiming at providing a comprehensive legal
framework for the politic and economic relations with the other contracting party and
promoting the contracting party with European and/or international standards.

The thesis describes the impetus for concluding the EU-China PCA as “good
timing and favourable geographical location” after studying the historical
development and the current legal framework of the EU-China relationship, as well as
considering demands of both the EU and China.

The negotiating and concluding process is complex for the EU not only because
it involves the institutional balance issue but also because the PCA is a kind of mixed
agreement which means that a clear competence allocation between the EU and its
Member States would be questionable. On the other hand, to negotiate and conclude
the PCA with the EU is also a challenging process for China since China is not
experienced in negotiating and concluding legally-binding bilateral international
agreement, not to say to negotiate and conclude such an agreement with the EU — a
unique international actor.

The PCA would, surely, shape the future EU-China relations. However, the
degree to which the EU and China manage their disparities especially on sensitive

issues decides the degree of the success of the PCA. Due to the framework nature of



the PCA, the future substantive cooperation would further put the achievement of the
PCA into practice. The point of view of this thesis is that the process of negotiating is
as important as or maybe more important than the PCA itself especially speaking of

deepening mutual understanding and mutual trust.
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