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Abstract

This thesis detailed introduces the preservation of 56 Chinese teaching materials written by
foreigners from 1742 to 1949 in Macao, and the main contents and writing styles of them. On this
basis, through analyzing, synthesizing, comparing and concluding, I sum up the four
characteristics of these materials, and find out the features causes. Then I analyze the core part of
this paper in detail, which refers to the understanding and treatment of Chinese language elements,
and their contributions. In phonetic factor, "Wade System" has great impact on describing Chinese
phonetics, and the authors” descriptions of sound change phenomena are enlightening for modern
Chinese. In Chinese characters factor, the writers realize Chinese characters are difficult and key
points for foreigners who learn Chinese, and Joseph Marie de Prémare creatively put forward that
learn Chinese characters should combine the "sound, form, meaning" of them, and the selection of
Chinese characters and the table of radicals have greater influence on the teaching of Chinese
characters. In vocabulary element, these materials provide a detailed record for the history of
Chinese vocabulary, and through them we can understand the basic vocabulary of that time and
the source of the vocabulary and their evolution. In grammar factor, the authors realize there are
big differences between Chinese grammar and Indo-European languages grammars; and Chinese
word order and grammatical function words are significant grammar means in Chinese; and in
morphology, they attach importance to word-class-dividing; and the remarkable thing is some
writer form the concept of the syntax, the types of sentences and complex sentences; in addition,
we should borrow ideas from the methods they use to teach Chinese grammar. Afterwards, I
analyze these materials again from the perspective of teaching Chinese as a foreign language, I
analyze the classification of these resources, the composition of Chinese teaching materials, the 5
principles of compiling and instruction reflected in the teaching materials, and Chinese textbooks’
methods on how to foster the language ability of listening, speaking, reading, writing and
translating and their inspiration on contemporary Chinese teaching materials design.

In the end of this thesis, I list the Chinese language teaching resources which need particular
concern, and I think the Portugal scholar and translator — Pedro Nolasco da Silva should arouse
the attention of Chinese scholars. Through research, I analyze the five cultural value of these
resources: they belong to Sinology research field; they fill the gaps in the history of teaching
Chinese as a foreign language; they provide a real original corpus for Chinese linguistics, and they
can reveal the evolution history of Chinese; and they not only offer a rich record with Chinese
dialects, but also reveal the changes of Chinese dialects; at the same time they throw light on

contemporary teaching Chinese as a foreign language practice.
Keywords: Chinese language teaching materials, styles and contents, features and their causes,

language factors, treatments, contributions, the classification and compositi'on of the textbooks,

the principles of compiling and instruction, inspiration, focus, cultural value
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