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Abstract

Based on the speech theory and guided by the principles of contemporary rhetoric,
sociolinguistics, and stylistic, the thesis attempts to examine the regional opera
from the perspective of speech communication and language utilization. Among the
various kinds of regional operas, Huangmei Opera has been chosen as the object to
implement a special case study not only because the author’ s familiarity but also
because it is a special speech existence. Besides, the Huangmei Opera owns a lot
of particularities such as the stylistic of vocabulary, the grammar, and the rhetoric,
all of which ensure its research value. The thesis will focus on its stylistic, and
then find out the behind objective contexts and subjective factors.

The thesis can be divided into five chapters. The first chapter is the
introduction, which is going to prove the restrictive opera belongs to the category
of speech act and explain the reasons of choosing Huangmei Opera as the research
object. Through analyzing 112 classic transcripts, the second chapter is trying to
generalize the Huangmei Opera’ s stylistic characteristics from the aspects of
vocabulary, grammar and rhetoric. The following chapter three will compare the
formerly gained characteristics internally and externally. The internal comparison
includes the use of language comparison between different characters; the comparison
between the lyrics and spoken parts; the comparison between traditional big plays,
namely the plays with complete plot and certain numbers of scenes, and traditional
small plays; and the comparison between traditional plays and new plays. With regard
to the external comparison, the author will compare the Huangmei Opera with some
other regional operas which have comparable influence in An’ hui Province such as
the Lu Opera. Furthermore, chapter four will examine the Huangmei Opera within the
context of the social communication, and try to dig out the contextual factors which
help form its stylistic characteristics. The last chapter the author will deliver
the conclusions.
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