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An action Research on using Picture Books in Macau Thematic Approach teaching

Abstract

This research investigates how a teacher applies of knowing-doing-thinking
cycle to a class which integrates picture books to it, Thematic Teaching Approach.
Raw data is collected by class-recordings, literary sketches, field diaries, and
documentation collections for one semester. The research in this paper includes what
the class will reveal what the initial-teaching strategies, the problems are and how the
problems are solved with using picture books while teaching by the Thematic
Approach.

The main findings and the conclusions of this study on the research subject are as

follows:

1. Teaching 4 themes by using 20 books as well as 20 activities; also, by using
“The Six Ws” through out the class, eventually we can raise up children's
motivation to explore the story by themselves and to think what the main point is.
In addition, children will become enthusiastically express their ideas both by
verbal and in a written way, ask questions in class and extend the knowledge in

their life.

2. for teaching: Before the teaching (Initial teaching strategy): choose some
appropriate picture books according to the theme of kindergarten, design the
concept activity map, remember the context; during class-progress: read the title
of picture book, ask questions in order to stimulate children motivation, use body
gesture/language and tell story vividly, ask questions with the first and second
level of “The Six Ws”, organize the whole teaching activity and a teaching:
discuss the teaching issues with consultants(could be a teaching-expert, a



colleague or a qualified-teacher), reflect upon the retrospection of teaching diary
to improve the teaching skill.

Base on reading the front cover, asking questions, materials of story-telling
concluding the context with “The Six Ws” questions and therefore further to the
extended-activity. According improve the children participation, language skill
and knowledge.

Problems encountered during the investigation: how to choose a picture book
which children will be interested in? How to design the concept activity map
with children? How to arrange the seats? Finally, I let my class to choose the
picture books by themselves and design the concept activity map through all of
units, and use flexible seats setting during the activity. Moreover in the teaching,
how to design the questions which every child understands? How to combine the
knowledge with children’s experience? How to build up reading habits? Finally I
design various questions with different levels to fit the whole class, and let
children substitute the roles in the story, and putting the picture book inside to

the reading corner after teaching.

Keywords: action research, picture books, thematic approach
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