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Abstract

The aim of this research is to investigate how a researcher, who is also a teacher
merges the whole language into the thematic approach teaching in a kindergarten
classroom through an action research model "knowing-doing-thinking". The
researcher collect the information through live recording during the lessons, taking
shorthand in class, documentation collection etc. for half of an academic year. The
research questions in this study include (1)What is the overall style of merging the
whole language into the thematic class of K3? (2) What are the planned strategies of
doing so? and (3)What are the problems encountered and the solutions of these
problems when merging whole language into the thematic approach of a K3 class?

In this research, the overall style of the whole language curriculum includes (1)my
life in a whole language classroom - the environmental arrangement which is full of
words; (2)a designed classroom for a specific topic; (3)natural and random
language-learning activities; (4)routine language-learning activities; (5)thematic
curriculum activities; (6)the learning performance of the preschoolers in the
whole-language classroom - understanding the meanings of words; (7) enjoy reading
and writing proactively; (8)learning to take the responsibilities; (9)demonstrating the
scaffolding effect in the preschoolers through their learning from each other and
(10)understanding how to acquire knowledge through the use of words.

In terms of the action plan, the preparations of teaching are (1)planning real-life
scenario which composes of listening, speaking, reading and writing, and
(2)providing a living environment which contains plentiful reading and writing
materials. The plans of the teaching are (1)carrying out thematic activities that weave
language into it; (2) carrying out activities which combines the listening, speaking,
reading and writing abilities based on the original teaching materials; (3) accepting

the performances, providing demonstration, and interacting closely with the
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preschoolers, and (4) in addition to thematic approach, let the preschoolers investigate
the structure of words themselves, the learning period is also extended to the time
before and after school, whereas the post-teaching activities are (a)building the
preschoolers' self-confidence by sharing their results of reading and writing; (b)keep
making the portfolios in education of the preschoolers, and (c)the reflection and
improvement of the teachers. During the action investigation, the researcher faced
three problems: (1) The preschoolers cannot make use of different learning zones
efficiently; (2)the teacher is hard to get rid of the leading position in the teaching
process; (3)it is hard to collect extra whole language works for the reflection and
improvement session. My solutions to the above problems are (1) each preschooler
may only enter two learning zones per day, and a reward system is carried out; (2) the
teacher should try to accept the performances, provide demonstration, and interact
closely with the preschoolers as much as possible during the teaching process and
(3)merge the element of whole language into the specified work of the school.
Finally, the researcher, who is the teacher as well, give suggestions for future

research and curriculum design.
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