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Abstract

Through analyzing PISA 2003 data, this study sought to: (1) examine the phenomenon
of grade repetition in primary and secondary schools in Macao; (2) understand the
characteristics of repeaters; (3) investigate how affective variables influence junior
secondary grade repetition through the use of Structural Equation Modeling (SEM); (4)
provide evidences for policy making on grade repetition in Macao schools.

First, the author reviewed the literature on the development of non-tertiary education, as
well as laws and regulations on grade repetition for different types of schools in Macao.
This review throws light on the characteristics of Macao’s grade repetition system.
Second, descriptive and inferential statistics, as well as multiple regréssion analysis were
used to find out the personal, family, and school characteristics of the repeaters in PISA
2003. Relationships between grade repetition and literacy perforrnance were then
examined. Third, based on the Theory of Planned Behavior (Ajzen, 1991), Structural
Equation Modeling was used to model the causal influence structure of grade repetition
in Macao schools. Using the characteristics revealed, it was found that the Theory of
Planned Behavior was successful to explain the grade repetition phenomenon of junior
secondary students in Macao. Base on these findings, this study provides
recommendations for teachers, schools and educational institutes regarding the issue of
grade repetition in Macao.
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