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Abstract

Cooperation between museums and schools has a long history of success in many
education systems overseas. Museum-School cooperation not only accelerates
interaction between the two, but also acts as a supplement to current education
schemes. Hence, the integration of existing art educational resources can be achieved.
This study first investigates the common interest of both museums and local schools.
The analysis of the cooperation type and style between the Macau Museum of Art and
local schools, based on the museum-school cooperation models in England and the
United States of America, comes up with the following suggestions:

1. Museum, as the predominant host, must provide a support team consisting of
resourceful professional and educational staff to help drive the museum-school
cooperation forward.

2. The most important aspects for successful cooperation are coordination of school
administration resources and support from teaching staff of each school. The type
of cooperation between museums and schools can vary, However, coordination
and support from teachers are essential for the integration of such resources in the
study framework of students.

3. The knowledge of the teaching staff is vital for the development of the
museum-school cooperation in the future. The reason is that teachers clearly
understand how to utilise museum resources — they would not just treat museums
as places for visiting; they can also use such places for different teaching
purposes.

4. In the cooperation of museums and schools, museum resources can be utilised to
develop inter-disciplinary curriculum.

Facing the advance and development of education, the relationship between museums
and local schools becomes more and more important and should be strengthened in
order to improve art education in schools. Through cooperation and learning from
each other, we not only can grow together, but also accelerate creativity and activate
the career aspects in art education.
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