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Analysis of the Pharmaceutical Market Sharing of Open Tender of
Public Health System in Macao SAR
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Abstract:
The public health system of Macao, is one of the main health care systems in

Macao. Therefore, the pharmaceutical market of its open tender is representable.
Here in this article, the data from both the in-patient tender and out-patient tender are
included, to: (1) analyze the market sharing of each category of drugs in the open
tender of the public health system in Macao, so as to make out the proportional
change of each category of drugs during these few years; (2) analyze the
proportional change of each category of drugs during these few years, so as to make
out the possible situation of the occurrence of each kind of diseases and their drug
usage; (3) analyze the origin and brand of each category of drugs and their
proportional change, so as to have an overview of the pharmaceutical market in the
public health system of Macao.

Here in this article, the estimated unit quantity, bidding rate, demand, and the
origin and brand of the tender winners of each category of drugs of 3 in-patient open
tenders and 2 out-patient open tenders of the public health system held during 2002
and 2004 are analyzed.

The result shows that the demand of the whole in-patient tender and most
categories of drugs falls in 2002-2003 and rise again in 2003-2004, the probable
reasons are the estimation was made too big in 2002 or the competition from the entry
of new drugs, so that the usage in reality falis greatly. This can fully reflect the
nature of drugs as a special goods.

The proportional change of estimated unit quantity and the demand of the
out-patient tender are relatively much smaller, the probable reason is that the exact
usage in 2002 cannot not be so easily reach as that in the in-patient tender when the
unit quantity of 2003 needs to be estimated, so a conservative estimation is made.

As for the origin and brand of the tender winners, the result shows that in both
the in-patient and out-patient tender, the products from Portugal account for a
substantial proportion, this maybe due to the historical background of Macao.
Moreover, the proportion of products from Cyprus and Hong Kong both rise
obviously, the probable reason are: (1)both the price and quantity are ideal; (2)the
agent of Macao promotes the products suitably; (3)suitable export policy; (4)good
cooperation to the rules of the tender.

Looking through the whole tender system in Macao, there are two regions in
which improvement maybe made: (l)increase data transparency; (2)add clear
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definitions to the selection of products.

To conclude, the open tender of the public health system is still at a starting stage,
the optimal end-point of this open tender should be reached now is how to make this
open tender system more perfect so that the price can be effectively reduced and the
competitive mechanism of the pharmaceutical market in Macao can be more mature,
so that a total win situation among the medical organization, the population and the
pharmaceutical manufacturers can be reached.
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